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RECOVERY FROM DROWNING. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—Believing the remarks, with case appended, in your Journal for 
July 16, upon the treatment of those drowned, calculated to effect great 
good by directing attention to the proper mode of proceeding, I am in- 
duced to offer for your pages the following interesting case of recovery 
which occurred to myself in the summer of 1818, before [ had com- 
menced the study of medicine. Epwarp Jenner Coxe, M.D. 


New Orleans, August 26, 1851. 


Most frequently cases of drowning occur where it is difficult, and often 
impossible, to procure medical aid ; and in such, where time is of primary 
importance, it cannot be questioned that the narrative of the course pur- 
sued in successful cases, may prove really valuable, and merit being re- 
corded for the benefit of others. 

In the month of August, 1818, being on a visit to a relative, Mr. J. 
S., on the North River, I was, after dinner,“@roused by the cries of the 
domestics, that a black child, scarcely 2 years old, was missing ; and 
fears were entertained that he had fallen into a large cistern, extending 
under ground, near the house. I instantly endeavored to find and haul 
up the child by means of a long pole, having a hook attached, and used 
for drawing buckets of water. Not being able to discover the body, I 
had to grope about the bottom of the cistern, hoping to entangle the 
dress in the hook. After several minutes thus employed, I was fortu- 
nate in finding the hook attached to something, and drawing it up, was 
gratified to see the child suspended by its frock. On examination, I 
found respiration and circulation extinct, the surface livid, and death 
oo, as far as the functions of the vital organs were concerned. 

ow, what was to be done to endeavor to restore the action of the 
lungs and heart? I was entirely unacquainted with any mode of pro- 
ceeding. Mr.S. was absent, no physician within several miles, and 
only two colored females present to render such services as I might order. 
Most fortunately there was a copy of the Edinburgh Encyclopedia in the 
library, and after ordering the clothes to be removed, the body exposed 
to the sun, and constant friction with the hand, I referred to the article 
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drowning,” to find what ought to be done. A hurried glance over the 
pages induced me to go to work with hot friction, hot water, and breath- 
ing into the nostrils. Hot water as a bath, hot ashes to rub with, were 
freely and unceasingly used, at the same time I continued the inflation 
of the lungs, through the nostrils, alternated with gentle pressure on the 
breast, to imitate as much as possible natural respiration. Without being 
able to specify the precise time the child had remained under water, it 
was thought, taking all the preliminaries into consideration, that about 
fifteen minutes had elapsed prior to the employment of any means for 
resuscitation. One thing is certain, by the watch between two and 
three hours elapsed that were unceasingly employed in rubbing, bathing, 
and breathing into the nostrils, before the least sign of returning anima- 
tion was manifest, when to my great joy there was one gasp, a strong 
inducement to continue my efforts. Several minutes passed before a 
second occurred ; after which, the respiration and circulation were fully 
re-established, and the life saved. Some idea may be formed of the 
amount and force of the heat and frictions, when it is stated that a con- 
siderable portion of the skin of the limbs and body was found to have 
been abraded, requiring for some time mild unctuous applications to 
restore the parts to a healthy condition. After hours of hard labor in 
the hot sun, I had the satisfaction of seeing my efiorts crowned with suc- 
cess ; but little did I imagine 1 was inflicting so extensive an injury to 
the skin. It is most probable had I known what might have resulted, I 
should not have been enabled to report the successful issue of the case. 
Under similar circumstances, | would have no hesitation in pushing the 
same means to a similar extent, if necessary. 

In conclusion, I think I may fairly recommend, in cases of drowning, 
the following course to be pursued. 

Ist. Remove the wet clothes, and see that the mouth and nostrils be 
free from foreign substancegs 

2d. Place the body in a warm room, allowing a free circulation of air. 

3d. Continue uninterruptedly, for many hours if necessary, friction 
with hot ashes, salt or sand, and give a hot bath, if practicable, using 
friction all the time. 

4th. Simultaneously with the above, continue unceasingly the forcing 
of air into the lungs, by blowing into the nostrils a full volume of fresh 
air with the mouth. In doing this, the lips should be closed with the 
fingers, to prevent the escape of air by the mouth. Immediately after 
each full insufflation, the breast should be gently pressed with the hand 
to imitate natural respiration. 

5th. The respiration and circulation being re-established, place the 
person in bed, give small quantities of mild nourishment, and, if neces- 
sary, a little wine or brandy. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—I send you the following translation from the Comptes 
Rendus of July, of this year. It is an extract from a note by M. Bau- 
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dens, and is calculated to encourage our surgeons in their efforts to ex- 
tend the domain of operative surgery. Yours, &c. 
Philadelphia, Sept. 4th, 1851. James Bryan. 


EXCISION OF THE SUPERIOR MAXILLARY BONE—USE OF CHLORO- 
FORM—CURE OF THE PATIENT. 


A Farmer, aged 36 years, having received a moderate blow on the 
cheek, below the orbit, last January, came to consult me on the 9th 
of June for a tumor which had grown in the centre of the left superior 
maxillary bone. This tumor, about the size of an orange, presented the 
mixed characters of an osseous cyst and of osteo-sarcoma. ‘The rapid 
progress of the disease, and the danger of cancerous degeneration, de- 
manded an operation without delay ; and 1 decided to perform it on the 
13th of June. 

Before the discovery of the anesthetic agents, the surgeon recoiled 
from the effect of pain. He should, he must balance between the 
amount of suffering connecygd with a great operation, and the probabili- 
ties of cure. Now. this coweluct would denote want of skill; it would 
be to impose limits to art, which the suppression of pain has extended, 
since Dr. Jackson has discovered in ether the means of suppressing 
pain, and particularly smce M. Flourens has perfected this means by 
the discovery of the action of chloroform, and demonstrated by experi- 
ments the mode of using it without danger. I say without danger, for 
this is the great service rendered by M. Flourens to science ; he has de- 
monstrated that the anesthetic agent acts first upon the posterior roots 
of the spinal nerves, then on the anterior roots, and that the sentient 
principle is effaced always before that of motion. I hence infer that 
we cannot without danger affect the motive power, while the sentient 
power may be overcome without committing homicide. Hence, also, I 
never carry the action of chloroform to collapse, to the entire relaxation 
of the limbs. 1 entirely avoid pre-occupation during the operation, and 
have been able, by stopping at the point of insensibility, to employ chlo- 
roform in Val-de-Grace, more than a thousand times, as well on the wound- 
ed in February and June as on those at other times, without the occur- 
rence of a single accident; while I have been able, by suspending it 
at intervals, to suppress pain for half an hour or more. 1 followed 
the plan of Velpeau, modified by the condition of the bone, as well as 
the modes of Dupuytren, Guersent, and some others, in excising the 
left superior maxillary bone. With the aid of saws of all kinds, of a 
chisel and mallet, | elevated successively the left superior maxillary, a 
portion of the malar bone, the vomer, the ossa turbinata, the nasal face 
of the ethmoid, and a portion of the right superior maxillary bone. This 
severe operation lasted fifteen minutes ; but, thanks to the chloroform, the 
patient experienced no pain, and twenty-four days afterwards returned to 
his province, entirely cured of a disease which would have rapidly de- 
stroyed him. I must add that no serious hemorrhage occurred; and, 
in consequence of the ice applied, after my usual method, during several 
days, on the face and forehead, traumatic inflammation did not extend to 
the head. 
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This success (adds the author) is calculated to encourage practitioners ; 
they need not be abashed at an operation, less terrible, in reality, than 
we generally think, especially when we reflect on the rapidly mortal con- 
sequences which follow the extension of the disease. 


GANGRENE AFTER LABOR—A SINGULAR CASE. 


[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) 


Mrs. Snewu, of Elizabethtown, N. Y., xt. 42, the mother of several 
children, and of previous good health, but very corpulent, affords the 
subject of this sketch. During the last winter and spring, she, with 
her husband and friends, considered herself as pregnant ; but as the time 
drew nigh for her delivery, some of her wiser female friends suggested 
that there was a mistake in the matter, that there was extreme conpu- 
lency only, without pregnancy. Soon after, she was taken sick with 
symptoms of labor, and sent for her physicign, who was called upon to 
decide, if possible, the important question. ‘Yfter making suitable inqui- 
ries, and a vaginal examination, he decided in accordance with the other 
friends, prescribed a “ pain killer,’ and departed. In forty-eight hours 
after, he was summoned again, and presented with a large still-born male 
child! Four weeks subsequent to this, | first saw the patient, with Drs. 
Morse and Hall. I[ could obtain but a very imperfect history of the 
case, as she had had little medical counsel, and her own description of it, 
with that of her friends, was very unsatisfactory and indefinite. She had 
not “got up” as quick as usual; was “weak”; had poor appetite ; 
“pains all over”; bowels as large as before confinement ; had had 
but little pain in them ; not much tenderness ; lochial diseharge much as 
formerly ; was able to be dressed and sit up some ; thought she should do 
well enough. but was a little concerned about a “black spot” upon 
the bowels (!); had taken, since confinement, from one pint to one quart 
of old rum per day, hoping to “ get strength” ! Upon examination I 
found a gangrenous spot just below the umbilicus, the size of the hand; 
the bowels very much distended, and evidences of extensive inflamma- 
tion, perhaps of an erysipelatous character, in the abdominal parietes ; 
pulse 140 per minute, small and irresistible ; tongue dry and cracked ; 
countenance haggard and anxious ; thirst ; restlessness ; coldness of 
extremities ; bowels torpid; urine scanty and high colored. Ordered 
charcoal and yeast poultices to the abdomen, stimulating enema’ and 
tonics, bark and wine, alternating with elix. vitriol, to be given at short 
intervals, with animal broths. 

The subsequent history I find thus recorded. 

July 5th.—Gangrene extending ; the skin rises up like dough under 
the operation of yeast ; room very offensive ; patient some relieved by 
enema ; rested well last night ; symptoms much as yesterday. 

8th.—The slough fully formed and inclined to separate. Punctured 
the dead portion yesterday, and caught four ounces of exceedingly of- 
fensive fluid, of the appearance of muddy water. By-standers declared 
it to be the contents of small intestines. The slough covers a space of 
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forty square inches. Patient able to sit up some, and smoke a pipe. (!) 
General symptoms much as formerly. Neighbors complain of the “ in- 
tolerable stench” in passing the house. A large abscess seems gathering 
in the right side. 

9th.—Was able to remove the entire slough to-day. A fearful-look- 
ing ulcer now presents itself, four inches deep at the lowest place. The 
peritoneum seems not to be involved, but is easily recognized at particu- 
lar points—the shape of the intestinal folds being easily distinguished. 
Opened a large abscess in the right epigastric region—an unfortunate 
addition to the existing evil. Ordered stimulants, tonics, particular care 
to diet and ulcer. Prognosis favorable. General symptoms improving. 

14th.—Patient better. Is able to situp some. Healthy granulations 
are forming. Courage of the patient and friends brightening. Gave an 
occasional laxative and anodyne in addition to the tonics. Cleanse the 
ulcer with chlod. soda. Apply nit. silver, sim. cerate, &c. 

20th.—Patient improving very fast. 

30th.—Mrs. S. rides out, the ulcer is nearly healed, and there is every 
prospect of a perfect recovety. H. D. Ranney. 
Westport, Essex Co., N. Y, Sept. 4th, 1851. 


NOTES TAKEN FROM HEARING MED. LECTURES IN PHILADELPHIA. 


BY JOSEPH COMSTOCK, M.D., LEBANON, CONN, 


Dr. James, Professor of Midwifery, said, in using the forceps always act 
from handle to handle, and in no other manner, which is a general rule. 
The King of Naples and the two Sicilies passed a law that whoever 
should obstruct the Cesarean operation should be adjudged guilty of ho- 
micide. Some French writers, as Petit, think that women sometimes go 
with child twelve or fourteen months. The laws of the United States 
recognize forty weeks as the period of utero-gestation in the human spe- 
cies. Dr. James said that the confusion in reckoning time originated 
chiefly from some women reckoning lunar, and others calendar months. 
He told us that the calculation must be made by calendar, and not lunar 
tine. Dr. J. dissents entirely from the opinion of Hippocrates that 
the infant is more apt to live at seven months than at the more advanced 
period of eight months. Women suffer more in civilized than in savage 
life. Fear of harm is poignant in the former, but anticipation disturbs 
not the latter. The position of the child in the womb resembles that 
of a person at rest, as observed by Harvey. He would not rupture the 
membranes by art. Would not insist on the woman in travail walking 
about, but would let her consult her own ease. i 

Dr. Rusu, on Catarrh, Influenza and Consumption. 

Catarrh is an inflammatory affection of the mucous and Schneiderian 
membrane; and when this affection extends down into the vessels of 
the lungs, it produces pneumonia, and frequently lays the foundation of 
consumption. Many catarrhs are induced by exposing the back to the 
cold air when we sit by a good fire. Also by inhaling cold air into the 
lungs when we are warm in bed. The Russians, Canadians, and other 
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inhabitants of cold countries, remedy this source of catarrh by heating 
their rooms day and night by means of close stoves. In Holland, how- 
ever, the inhabitants avoid catarrhs by remaining all the time without 
fire—raking up. their fires after cooking their meals, as we do at night on 
going to bed. Catarrh hpought on by removing a library, is said to occur 
from the mustiness of the books. 

Influenza, or epidemic catarrh, is often a precursor of malignant dis- 
eases, but sometimes of their cessation and departure. The influenza 
of 1807 was one of a bilious kind, with bilious evacuations and remitting 
fever. It sometimes passes by jails and hospitals, and is most apt to 
affect those in the open air. It was epidemic in Europe in 1801 and 
1802, and is sometimes endemic. Garrick’s method was to eat salt ham, 
or a salt herring, so as to induce him from thirst to drink freely, and 
thus produce perspiration. A man in New York cured his family by 
parboiling them, as he termed it ; i. e., by the warm bath. 

Consumption conveys from one eighth to one quarter of the inhabi- 
tants of most of our large cities to their graves. Dr. Rush calls it pneu- 
monicula. Gout, rheumatism and venereal virus have excited it. It is 
always preceded by general debility. Dr. Beddoes found most con- 
sumptives among those who led sedentary lives. When it arises from 
cough, it does not occur until the cough has produced general debility. 
Happy the patient, attacked with consumptive complaints, who has he- 
moptysis. It produces the effect of local bloodletting. He does not 
allow tubercles to be the cause of consumption, but a consequence of 
preceding disease. [?] Hydatids have in a few cases been coughed up, 
and oftener calculous substances. It sometimes proves fatal in five 
or six weeks, and is then called galloping consumption. It is a filial 
disease. Dr. Craig, of Maryland, lost all his children, eight in number, 
by it. Yet neither the doctor, his wife, or their ancestors, were subjects 
of it. Other instances of the same kind were noticed. When hereditary, 
Dr. Rush thought it most apt to be derived from the father. In Salem, 
in 1799, about one third of the deaths were from consumption. There 
have been few recoveries of those sent to the West Indies from Phila- 
delphia. He has seen a fatal case without a chill occurring, and two 
others without night sweats. Some have died without fever, some with- 
out cough. It is sometimes inflammatory, sometimes typhoid and typhus. 

Hectic fever is a most obstinate disease. The head seldom aches ; 
the appetite is seldom impaired ; and the venereal inclination is said not 
to be lessened. ‘The highest and the lowest grades of fever have a 
coated tongue. But this intermediate grade of fever has no coat on that 
organ. In four fifths of the cases of purulent consumption, tubercles 
are found to exist after death. But there are cases wherein no morbid 
appearances of the lungs whatever can be detected by post-mortem dis- 
section, and this even when the expectoration has been purulent. He 
thinks that tubercles form suddenly in the lungs. The left lobe is 
oftenest affected. They have been found in various diseased states, 
sometimes resembling smoked meat. 

Symptoms of the forming stage.— Weakness upon exercise ; burning 
in the hands and feet ; pulse weak and small. Sometimes these pre- 
monitory symptoms go on a year before a cough commences. 
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Remedies.—In the first, small and repeated bleedings. It was used 
150 times in 18 months by Dr. Griffiths, of Philadelphia, and finally 
with success. Steel, bark, tar-water. Purges may be used in this 
state of hectic fever, which idea the doctor took from nature producing 
diarrhoea in the late, too date period of the disease. Nitre in doses of 
from ten to twenty grains. Blisters are important. They are better re- 
peatedly applied, than for old ones to be kept too long open. In the 
second stage he has seen arsenic do good, in form of Fowler’s mineral 
solution. ‘The diet in this stage should be light, but not cordial. Per- 
haps sweats produced by artificial means may cure the disease, which 
nature attempts to do by them at too late a period. 

Typhus State of the Disease-—Here the diet should be light, but 
cordial. One of his pupils made a mistake, and put up two pills of two 
grains of opium each, instead of opening pills. The patient took the 
four grains of opium, and was better, having slept till 12 o’clock next 
day, and requested a repetition of the medicine. It was complied with, 
and he got well and lived fifteen years afterwards. Dr. R. recommends 
tar-water, and cloves of garlick. Of preparations of bark, he prefers 
the Huxham tincture. He mentioned some who had recovered after 
being given up by their physicians. He supposed this to have happened 
from their resorting to a more nourishing, cordial and agreeable diet. 
The clothing should be something warmer than is comfortable. The 
chamber-horse may be used for exercise, Sea-air is ranked among the 
stimulants, and should not be resorted to in the inflammatory stage. 
As to climate, the summer of Massachusetts and Vermont, the autumn 
of Pennsylvania, and the winter of the southern States, he would think 
the proper mode of deriving benefit from air. Much good and much 
harm has been done by’ milk diet ; it being improper during the in- 
flammatory stage of the disease. The blood of calves and of lambs 
has been attempted to be transfused, but this change of the blood 
may be brought about by living upon what these animals live up- 
on, that is, milk. A diet chiefly of molasses, cured consumption in 
New England. It has been cured spontaneously by ulcers occurring in 
the arm-pits. 'The gases of wax and rosin he thinks have done little 
good. ‘They are applied only to the lungs, whereas the disease is con- 
stitutional. Digitalis he thinks useful in the inflammatory. stage, and is 
on the whole superior to many other remedies. A salivation has some- 
times cured, and he held that hemoptysis should not prevent a resoft to 
it. Lichen Islandicus, and alcornoque, have done no good. Venery 
should be strictly prohibited in both sexes. Night and early-morning 
air should be avoided. A woman was said to be cured by keeping her 
silent for five days. For night sweats, wearing a shirt which has been 
soaked in a strong decoction of oak-bark, is recommended. Swelled legs 
are to be treated by rubbing them upwards. Unfavorable signs are ob- 
stinate cold feet, lice, and falling of the hair. Secretion of pus is no fa- 
tal sign. Never fear being reproached with having changed your reme- 
dies often. Obstinacy in ignorance and error are most dangerous. For 


cough, a teaspoonful of mustard three times a-day, or the same quantity 
of powdered rosin. 


«+ 


( 136 ) 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—A number of your correspondents have suggested and urged the 
propriety of all who are engaged in the practice of medicine reporting, 
for the benefit of the profession, such cases as may come within their 
observation, that are deemed worthy of note. The suggestion 1 deem a 
good one, and hope will be heeded by those who are better able to give 
valuable information than myself. I herewith send you my mite. 


FATAL INJURY TO THE CERVICAL VERTEBRZ. 


Ext Risuey, of this town, aged about 60, and weighing 300 pounds, 
while repairing his mill-dam on the 15th ult., lost his balance, and fell 
backwards, head first, the distance of twelve feet, striking his head and 
shoulders into the mud to the depth of about fourteen inches. The lad 
who was with him said he remained a moment or two after sticking in 
the mud, with his feet directly upwards, when the weight of his body 
doubled him forwards and partly to one side, so as to bring the neck 
nearly at right angles with the body. The boy succeeded in extricating 
his head from the mud, and then ran for help. Being then on a visit to 
a patient in that neighborhood, 1 was on the ground before he was re- 
moved to his house. Found him lying upon his back, perfectly con- 
scious of his situation and of all that was going on around him. His 
mental faculties were as strong as ever; and his senses unimpaired, with 
the exception of the sense of feeling, every part below the injury being 
completely paralyzed. He conversed freely, gave directions about his 
temporal affairs, fully conscious that he could not long survive the injury. 
After removing him to his house, J bled him freely, administered three 
drops of croton oil, and made use of means to arouse action upon the 
surface. The pulse was wanting at first, but soon returned, and con- 
tinued full and bounding to the last. The accident happened about one 
o'clock, P.M. About four, I repeated the croton oil, but with little 
hopes of getting an operation. A blister was also applied to the seat of 
the injury, which | judged to be about the second cervical vertebra ; but 
Owing to the great amount of flesh about the part, it was impossible to 
determine exactly. Having some other patients to visit, | was obliged 
to leave him about three hours in the evening. Returned about 11 0’- 
clock. Found him perfectly conscious, with but little alteration, except 
that he could move his arms, although sensation was entirely destroyed 
in them. No returns from the croton. Pulse very much accelerated. 
Resorted again to venesection, which depressed it considerably. About 
two o’clock in the morning, I began to apprehend, from some slight con- 
vulsions, drowsiness, and occasional wanderings, that the brain was be- 
ginning to be involved in the injury. Shortly an apoplectic shock su- 
pervened. Bled him again largely. This seemed to arrest the shock, 
and was followed by a return of consciousness. Shortly, however, the 
blow was repeated heavier than before, and it became evident that the 
patient was moribund. He sank down rapidly, and expired about four 
—just fifteen hours after the accident. 

have no room for comments without drawing out my communication 
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to too great a length, although a number of queries have naturally sug- 
gested themselves to my mind. I will therefore content myself with a 
bare statement of the case, and leave others to make such comments as 
they please. 


SUITS FOR MAL-PRACTICE. 

A perusal of such cases as have from time been reported in your Jour- 
nal, is calculated to arouse all the indignation of our natures; and the 
one recently reported from Onondaga County, in this State, is but a re 
tition of the inhuman cruelty and injustice pursued against the profession 
by a portion of community whose main object seems to be to break down 
the regular system of practice, and build up their favorite isms ; and one 
would suppose, from the levity with which they sometimes treat an oath, 
that jurors are not always selected from among those who have geo 
the Golden Rule for their motto. ‘To show the severity with which 
they punish the “regulars,” and the indifference with which they re- 
gard the blunders of quacks, I will give you a brief synopsis of two cases 
which have fallen under my immediate observation. As I have not the 
minutes of the trials, I shall be obliged to report from memory ; but will 
try to be just to all parties; and if, through forgetfulness, I should give a 
false coloring, the documents can be resorted to for correction. 

Case 1.—During my residence in Oswego County, about six years 
ago, Doctor S. Brewster, of Mexico, in that County, was prosecuted by 
one Clapsaddle, for mal-practice in the treatment of a fractured thigh. 
It was proved upon trial that Clapsaddle loosened the bandages himself 
several times, and got the dressings out of place. Dr. B. remonstrated 
with him, and told him the consequences of such conduct. The doctor 
finally took counsel with him, and re-set the limb. It swelled and be- 
came painful, and Clapsaddle again displaced the bandages. His friends 
remonstrated with him, and reminded him of the danger.of having a 
shortened limb. His reply was, that “ Brewster was able to pay for it 
if he did.” The doctor again adjusted the bandages, and out of pure 
kindness continued to attend him when he ought to have quitted him. But 
the patient was wilful, and would have his own way; and as was pre- 
dicted, a shortened limb was the consequence. A suit was brought, and 
1 believe all the above facts proved in court. A distinguished .surgeon, © 
who never saw the patient until the limb was healed, and who is rather 
notorious for swearing censure upon his professional brethren, the 
main witness in the prosecution. Contrary to the expectations of pro- 
bably nineteen-twentieths of those who heard the trial, a verdict was 
rendered against defendant of two hundred dollars. 

Case I1.—In the fall of 1847, a botanic practitioner, by the name of 
Tyler, attended a case of smallpox, in the town of Litchfield, Herkimer 
Co. ‘The patient was a young man who had followed the Canal, and 
had there contracted the disease. While attending this patient, Tyler 
went to the house of A. G. Norton, and offered to vaccinate the family 
for the kinepox. ‘This he did, or pretended to do, and upon the de- 
velopment of the infection it proved to be the smallpox. Matter was 
taken from the arm of one of this family, and introduced into other fami- 
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lies in the neighborhood, supposing it to be kinepox—but produced, in 
every instance, smallpox by inoculation. The family of C. H. Whit- 
ney, living in the house with Norton, were exposed through the means, 
and had the disease the natural way. Some of them were very sick, 
one or two came near dying, and one little sprightly daughter was so 
badly pitted as to render her features almost loathsome, and destroy her 
beauty for life. The two families, of course, were obliged to be shut 
out from the rest of the world for a number of weeks, and undergo all 
the privations incident to such cases. A long siege of sickness from a 
loathsome disease was suffered, and a heavy bill of expense incurred, 
which Whitney, at least, was but poorly prepared to meet. He brought 
a suit against Tyler, and the trial was held at Herkimer in February, 
1848. The matters I have before stated were fully proved, and it was 
substantiated by the testimony of two respectable physicians, Drs. Dow 
and Hunt, that all these cases were “ genuine smallpox.” Scarce any 
defence was attempted, and nothing was elicited on their part, that miti- 
gated the affair in the least. I think no attempt was made by the prose- 
cution to show that it was any thing more than a culpable mistake, made 
-by having both kinds of infection in his pocket, which he had no busi- 
ness to do. 

When the jury retired, I think no individual in the Court House, not 
even the defendant, or his counsel, expected a verdict less than five hun- 
dred dollars; and had he been of the allopathic school, he might well 
have anticipated double that amount, spiced with a few months’ impri- 
sonment. But, wonderful to tellyafter mature deliberation, they returned 
a verdict for the plaintiff of five dollars ! ! 

As I before stated, I have reported both these cases from memory, but 
I believe have given a fair representation. If the records show any 
defect in my statements, I will cheerfully retract. Comments are wholly 
unnecessary. The profession full well know the secret influences that 
aré brought to bear against them, and as a matter of self defence it be- 
hooves them to expose these influences as far as they can consistently ; 
and it is with that view that I have been induced to furnish the above 


statements for a... Yours truly, 
Litchfield, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1851. O. W. Ranpatt. 


PHILADELPHIA FEMALE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


[A ‘Lavy of intelligence, belonging to Massachusetts, who is determined 
to study medicine, from a conviction that she can be more useful in so- 
ciety by qualifying herself to administer remedies to the sick, has entered 
the new institution at Philadelphia ; and being invited to give us an ex- 
act and reliable account of the school, she writes as follows. ] 


Dear Sir,—According to promise, I sit down to give you a faithful 


record of what I have seen and heard since I left Boston. I arrived in. 
Philadelphia after a pleasant and propitious journey, which I should have 


enjoyed very much, could I have forgotten the injustice which forced me 
to seek among strangers, and far from my native State, for that knowledge, 
which, with all its boasted liberality, has been denied me there. 
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At 4 o’clock, on Monday, I attended the introductory lecture of Dr. 
Moseley, at the Female Medical College. ‘There were present about 
one hundred ladies, and twenty gentlemen. Dr. Moseley is a young 


man of not more than thirty years, with an open, pleasant countenance,#® 


and is a member of the Society of Friends. 1 learned from Prof. Bryan, 
that he was formerly connected with the Philadelphia College of Medi- 
cine, as Demonstrator of Anatomy, was a student of Dr. McClintock, 
and a young man of more than ordinary ability and talent. He is now 
Prof. of Anatomy and Dean of the Faculty. His subject was the an- 
cient and modern history of medicine. He had something to say of 
ZEsculapius, the father of medicine, of Hippocrates and Galen; also of 
Paracelsus, surnamed Bombastus, who burned the works of Galen before 
his class, declaring that he had discovered the “ philosopher’s stone—the 
elixir of life”—that he had a demon in the hilt of his sword, who was 
an oracle of wisdom, and enabled him to perform miracles, and that 
through his agency he should live to the age of Methusaleh—but, un- 
fortunately for the credit of his demon, he died at the age of 45. From 
ancient Dr. M. came down to modern history, and spoke of the progress of 
medical knowledge in our own country, and of the two noble minds, 
who, amidst opposition and discouragements of every kind, commenced 
a course of medical lectures to a little class of ten; and he traced the 
upward progress of an institution commenced under such inauspicious 
circumstances, until it had now become one of the most popular institu- 
tions in the world. He spoke of the selection of this city, the location 
of the first medical college in the coustry and the “cradle of the arts 


and sciences,” as peculiarly appropriate for the foundation of another, . 


equally important, and, if possible, more strongly opposed. 

He was followed by Dr. Elder, also a Friend. He addressed us in a 
very quaint and humorous style, classing us with negroes and idiots, and 
saying many severe things in his peculiarly eccentric way. I should 
judge him to be an ultra reformist in every sense of the word. 
our principal difficulty lay, not in the opposition of the oth 
the weakness and imbecility of our own. He drew a laughable 
lancholy picture of woman, as we find her ,in the various walks of life, 
with no higher aim than to ape the fashions, and throw off the responsi- 
bilities of life, spending the precious hours of youth and health in the 
pursuit of pleasures which tend to weaken rather than exalt the mind. 
He said he was glad to hear an allusion to Paracelsus ; for whatever we 
might think of his general character, we could not but admire the zeal 
and enthusiasm which he manifested in is profession. He believed every 
good — felt the influence of the “spirit within ”—the demon in 
the hilt of the sword, who guided him in the discovery of hidden diseases, 
and enabled him to apply the potent remedy. He believed physicians 
were notorious brags, and the better the physician the greater the brag. 
And why, he asked, should it not be so? They have not the privilege 

‘accorded other professional men, of exhibiting their talents to the public. 
Their noblest efforts and greatest talents are perhaps displayed im’some 
dark lane, among the low and ignorant, with none to appreciate them, or 
herald their achievements, and why should they not be permitted to her- 
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ald their own works? He bade us not be discouraged at the hard-sound- 
ing technicalities of medical books, as the brain was ever subservient to 
the will, and the love of the study would make all things easy. He bade 

‘wus hold on to the demon in the hilt of the sword, to assiduously cultivate 
the spirit within, that gives eminence to the profession. 

Tuesday we had Dr. Longshore’s introductory. He is Prof. of Ob- 
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. He is an active, ener- 
getic man, apparently about 40 years of age, and seems entirely devoted 
to the — in which he is engaged. His subject was woman, her = 
sition, sphere and mission ; and although the subject has been so fre- 
quently discussed that every deducible: ‘argument thas been brought into 
action, yet he handled it in such a manner as to show hima deep thinker 
and ready reasoner. He contended that woman as the mother, educator, 
guide, monitor, and companion of man, must be his equal in all things ; 
that were her mind cultivated, her talents unfolded, her dormant powers 
brought into action—were she to receive*the educational advantages of 
nian, we should find that for quickness of perception, correctness of j judg- 
ment, and depth of thought, she is not his inferior. 

Wednesday we listened to Dr. Dickeson. He fills the chair of Ma- 
teria Medica and Pharmacy, and also that of Chemistry. He is about 
35 years of age, tall and spare, and looks highly intellectual. He was 
formerly connected with the — College. He spoke of the con- 
nection between the various branches of medicine, of the short time de- 
voted to each branch by the medical student in this country, and of the 
necessity of so classifying and arranging them as to make them harmo- 
nize and combine to the best advantage of the student. He eulogized 
the President and Corporation of the institution, especially the Hon. 
Jesse R. Burden, M.D., President of the Philadelphia College of Medi- 
ome, through whose exertions, mainly, the charter was received, and he 

ght us to reward them for their high-minded and praiseworthy ex- 

behalf of the sex, by close application and a determination to 

fe ido lves worthy of the efforts they had made. His lecture was 
recon of eloquence and scholarship. 

"OA Thursday Dr. Livezey gave us the introductory to his course. 
He is Professor of the Principles and Practice of Medicine. He has 
the appearance of feeble health, and looks very young, although I was 
informed that he was 32, and enjoyed an extensive city practice. He 
called our attention to the fact that the principles differed from the theory 
of medicine, assuring us that itywould be his aim to instil into our minds 
the known and well-established inciples, without burdening us with con- 
flicting and speculative theories. His lecture was very appropriate, and 
an able production. 

Friday we had Dr. Foster’s introductory lecture. He is Pro- 
fessor of Physiology. He appears to be about 45, a Friend, very modest 
and unassuming, but represented as a man of good attainments, and 
well qualified to fill the chair assigned him. He told us we should fre-® 
oak need to practise the nicest discrimination to distinguish between: 

a physiological and a pathological state of the system ; that what in one 
individual might be looked upon as a purely physiological function, in 
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another would constitute disease, and require the interference of our di- 
vine art. He cautioned us to seek diligently for that knowledge which 


will enable us to detect disease in all its varied forms. We must not expect 


a miracle to be wrought in our behalf, or that such knowledge can be ob- 
tained without a proper exercise of those reasoning powers and facul- 
ties which our Creator has implanted within us. 

The museum is well filled with objects of interest and usefulness. 
They have many wet preparations, illustrating the organs in health and 
disease, and also many dried specimens of much excellence. Among 
them is one full figure, the vessels injected, which was prepared by the 
students during the last session. A colossal half head, eye and ear, of 
Azoux’s manufacture, I noticed among other apparatus ; also some very 
excellent drawings from Tyrel’s work upon diseases of the eye. 

From this necessarily brief notice of the Female Medical College and 
its professors, I trust you will coincide with Drs. Bryan and M’Clintock 
in the opinion that I have done the best thing [ could, under the cir- 
cumstances, in matriculating at this institution. It has ever been the ob- 
ject of my highest ‘ambition to thoroughly understand the diseases to 
which my sex are liable. For I believe, | know, that were there com- 
petent female physicians, who could be consulted without wounding the 
delicacy of the patients, many of these diseases would not be suffered 
to progress until they become incurabil€ before medical aid is sought. I 
ain glad to find so favorable an opportunity for pursuing my studies, and 
look hopefully forward to the time when. women will be recognized as 
legitimate practitioners in the “ divine art.” Respectfully yours, 


Philadelphia, Sept. 6th, 1851. M. F. S. 


= 


INHALATION IN DISEASES OF THE AIR-PASSAGES. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. - 3 


Dear Srr,—In a late number of your Journal there is a short article 
from M. M. Rodgers, M.D., of Rochester, N. Y., in which, after giving 
me credit for furnishing a “ good history of this practice and writing a good 
article,” he says “he speaks of the practice as his own suggestion, or 
at least as though he was the first to notice it, or bring it in. an improved 
form before the profession.” Dr. R. will find, if he will read my article 
again, that I made no such claim. I quoted from Dr. T. K. Chambers, 
of London, and gave his recipe for coffipounding the powder. I also 
added, “I claim no originality (I underscored the word) as to the in- 
vention of the powder.” How Dr. R. could have made such a mistake,» 
I know not.- I never had an idea that the inhalation of certain powders 
in these diseases was a new thing. Of this, surely, ample evidence may 
be found in my article, where I have quoted the inhalation of “ cin- 
chona, sulphate of iron, myrrh, sub-nitrate of bismuth, sulphate of zinc 
and copper, alum, acetate of lead, and nitrate of silver,” and added, “the 
method in which they were formerly employed was by being mixed with 
sugar.” 

But the particular combination of this powder, as given by Dr. Cham- 
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bers, I had never before seen described; and if Dr. R. had used it, I 
did not know it. His publications had not reached me. In a word, all 
that I thought of doing in my article was to call attention to this mode 
of treating these diseases, as practised by Dr. Chambers. I can say, 
so far as I now know, I was the first in this country, not to originate 
this treatment, but to imdtate it, and this is all I ever claimed. Of *“ in- 
haling the vapor of water impregnated with nitrate of silver,” I did 
say “ this was original with me, so far as I know; at least, 1 have never 
seen any account of its having been so used.” This single sentence in 
reference to this one kind of vapor is all the originality I claimed, and 
this even with the proviso, that I had never seen any account of its 
being so used. 

The following communications have been received in letters from 
physicians who have used the inhaling powder since my article was 
written. Dr. W. W., of S., Conn., under date of October 28, 1850, 
writes, “ Perhaps you recollect the case of a little girl I mentioned to 
you, which we thought was a hopeless case. She has entirely recover- 
ed.” This was under the use of this powder, and contained in a letter 
requesting me to send him more of the same. Another physician in 
Connecticut writes, “I have been so much pleased with the operation 
of your inhaling powder that I would like to have you send me an- 
other inhaler and six bottles ofthe powder.” Dr. T. K., of N. Y., 
writes, “1am much pleased with the operation of your nitrate upon 
inflamed mucous surfaces.” Dr, M., of S., Me.; writes, “I have used 
the powder with the inhaler, in two or three cases of bronchitis, with 
great benefit to the patients.” These are but a small part of the phy- 
sicians who have used this article with benefit, as they state, in this trou- 
blesome class of diseases. I cannot but hope that many more will find it 
serviceable in similar cases. 

“To diseases of the lungs I have recently been using a powder of iodine, 
prepared in the same way as that of the nitrate of silver, with the 
lycopodium. By this process sufficient iodine may be conveyed into the 
system to produce considerable effect upon a strumous or cachetic dia- 
thesis. While the nitrate of silver is efficient in inducing the diseased 
mucous membrane of tle air-passages to take on a healing action, the 
iodine is much more effectual in counteracting tubercular or hereditary 
phthisical tendencies. 

Some physicians, nearer home, have expressed their opinion in accord- 
ance with that of M. Piorry, of Paris, as stated by Dr. R. I am 
happy to find Dr. R., who seems fearful that he may lose his right of 
«* priority,” is not among them. W. M. Cornett, M.D. 

Boston, Sept. 10, 1851. 


REDUCTION OF DISLOCATIONS OF THE FEMUR. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—I was deeply interested in perusing the article in one of your re- 
cent Journals relating to a new mode of reducing dislocations of the fe- 
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mur. It was entirely new to me. But it seems that Mr. “Suum 
Cuique ” was familiar with the plan, having been taught it long since 
by Dr. Nathan Smith. The subject is worthy of discussion, sit lux. If 
one poor mortal can be saved from the tortures of the “ pulley ” system, 
by so simple an operation as that described, we will rejoice. 

Since reading the artieles in your Journal, I have found the following 
in the Medico-Chirurgical Review, January 1, 1844, page 264, which I 
will transcribe for the benefit of your readers—if you please. 

“ New Mode of reducing a Lucxation of the Head of the Femur on 
the Dorsum Ilii—A young man, not very powerful, met with a disloca- 
tion of the head of the left femur on the dorsum of the ilium, occasioned by 
the fall of a bale of cochineal upon his back as he was stooping. Re- 
duction was at first attempted by the usual method of extension with 
towels, as he lay upon the right side. Then he was put on his back, 
and reduction again attempted in vain. Another plan was now tried by 
Mr. Clark, Surgeon of the South Hants Infirmary, under whose care the 
patient was. 

“« [ now flexed the knee to a right angle, which raised the thigh to an 
angle of about forty-five degrees with the bed, perhaps near a right angle 
with regard to the pelvis ; and, by bringing the feet in contact with the 
other leg, while the knee was sustained in a perpendicular direction, it is 
manifest that the femur was rotated, and the trochanter major thrown 
outwards, the head alone then resting on the ilium behind the acetabu- 
lum, which cavity, with the axis of the femur through its head, neck 
and shaft, were now nearly on the same plane ; in this relative position 
of the parts, by throwing the limb outwards, the head of the bone, it is 
fair to infer, would start forwards to its natural situation ; and such was 
the gratifying termination of the case, with no more force than was ne- 
cessary to abduct the lunbs. ‘The pelvis still fixed to the right side 
of the bed, admitted of no change ; the heel rested on the bed, as above, 
while I stood on the left side of the patient, with my right hand on ‘the 
hip-joint, and my left holding the knee ; thus the reduction was readil 
and audibly effected as I drew the limb towards me.—Prov. Med. 
Jour., Dec. 9, 1843.” Suvm Cuiaque, Jr. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 


BOSTON, SEPTEMBER 17, 1851. 


Prize Essays of the American Medical Association.—It will be recollect- 
ed that the Committee appointed at the last meeting of the Association for 
the purpose of receiving voluntary communications, and also for awarding 
five prizes for the best essays on subjects to be chosen by the writers, were, 
four of them residents of this city, and one of Providence, R. I., Dr. Geo. 
Hayward being chairman. The design was, in the annual appointment 
of this committee, as has already been stated in the Journal, to commence 
at the North, and thus proceed from one ssction to another, having the 
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members of each committee, as far as practicable, near enough together 
easily to unite in reading the manuscripts that may be presented, and mak- 
ing awards. Were the gentlemen forming the board of jurors distributed 
over half the Union, it would not only be expensive, but exceedingly in- 
convenient for the despatch of business, if not unjust towards competitors. 
This explanation is intended, simply to counteract any sentiment of dis- 
satisfaction that might possibly be engendered, from not knowing precisely 
the principle which actuated the Association in organizing the Committee. 


The Jenner Monument.—Several thoroughly-experienced persons have 
been authorized by Drs. Jackson and Ware to take subscriptions in the 
city of Boston, and they are now diligently soliciting the aid of the in- 
habitants in rearing a durable monument to a great and good man, a bene- 
factor and a glory to the human race. The success of the appeal now 
made will soon be known. The medical profession, at least, cannot feel 
otherwise than a lively interest in the attainment of the object. Every in- 
habitant of our country, and in fact of the whole globe, is a gainer by the 
discoveries of Dr. Jenner. 


Young Woman’s Book of Health.—This is a one-year old book, by our 
old friend, Dr. Wm. A. Alcott, who is a writer of uncommon industry, 
and a conscientious author. We fear the work is not sufficiently appre- 
ciated by those for whom it was written. He committed a mistake, we 
apprehend, in making it too technical for young women. With such ob- 
scure words as hemorrhoids, hysteralgia, nymphomania, hysteria, &c., for 
which a common dictionary affords them no assistance, it is not likely to 
be sought by those who were to be instructed by it. If brought down to 
the comprehension of uneducated female minds, the demand for it would 
greatly increase. It reminds us of an unsuccessful ballet in Paris, which 
cost the government a large sum to bring out, but which was constructed 
according to such exact rules of propriety, that nobody went a second 
time. In that dilemma, Richelieu was consulted with regard to what was 
best to be done. I tell you, gentlemen, said the far-seeing Cardinal, what 
will make it popular—make the petticoats shorter, and the spectacle longer, 
and the house will be filled. 


Happiness.—The question might be asked, what has a Medical Journal 
to do with happiness? We have this apology for stepping aside from the 
path of science, and alluding to a subject that might seem ont of our 
sphere, viz., that John Forbes, M.D., Physician to the Queen of England, 
gave an introductory lecture before a society, just about one year ago, 
respecting ‘happiness in its relation to work and knowledge.” This lec- 
ture was considered so extremely good, that it was published; and Mr. 
Henry Perkins, a Philadelphia bookseller, being of the same opinion, has 
re-published it in a neat, economical form. If its perusal should make 
any one happy, and we doubt not it will a great many, then it will be 
a useful book. The theory of bliss is charming ; but, alas, happiness can- 
not be grasped with the hands, nor always found in a pamphlet. We shall 
not discuss even the merits of the performance—rather preferring that the 
work should be purchased, and that will at least do something towards 
promoting the happiness of Mr. Perkins. 
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Changes produced by Oxygen.—W. B. Herrick, M.D., President of the 
Illinois Medical Society, and one of the Faculty of the Rush Medical Col- 
lege, delivered a discourse before the learned body over which he presides, 
on the Remedial Properties of Alimentary Substances, and the Changes 
produced by Oxygen in Health and Disease. Possibly we may misunder- 
stand the author, but if we do not, then he is preparing something new 
in the way of treating dagases, which seems to harmonize with the last 
German proposition, to feed the sick instead of starving them. He alludes 
to a former discourse, in which the assertion was made, that “the time 
is not far distant when the truly scientific physician will use as remedies 
such substances only as help to constitute, in health, the solids and fluids 
of the body.” By this it would appear that beefsteaks and pudding are to 
be prescribed in lieu of pills and powders. Such a change would affect 
various branches of trade. If drugs are to be no longer legitimate reme- 
dies, the stall butchers in the markets will call themselves apothecaries and 
druggists—for, on this theory, what are sirloins, fat turkeys and canvass- 
back ducks, but specifies for the diseases to which mankind are incident ? 
But how delightful the idea of eating an oyster patty for dyspepsia, or a 
roasted goose with tomato sauce in the last stages of a typhus fever. But 
would an appetite come, in such cases, with the remedy? The President 
says, in regard to his hypothesis—* We have arrived at this conclusion, 
after mature reflection upon the present state of our science, and after hav- 
ing observed a tendency on the part of both writers and practitioners of 
the present day, to regard the manifestations of disease in the human 
body, as evidences of want of harmony in the performance of functions 
consequent upon excess or deficiency of some of its parts or elements, 
which may be and is often more promptly restored by the addition or sub- 
traction of one or more of its normal and proper constituents, rather than 
by introducing into the system powerful and even poisonous foreign sub- 
stances.” All the remaining parts of the discourse are fair chemical rea- 
sonings, in accordance with the views and opinions of scientific men, and 
the peculiar intimations of a new system of medication are lost sight of in 
the mass of matter with which they are associated. The ruts of a new 
coach cannot be distinguished, in an old, travelled road, from those made by 
a farm cart; but the tracks of a solitary footman are easily seen in a mel- 
low path, where no one else has been. Dr. Herrick is evidently a deep 
thinker, and he is apparently now in a position to make a sensation. 
He should follow up his investigations on these important questions, some 
of which have never been satisfactorily settled ; should he now relax 
and weigh consequenccs too long, his chance willgbe doubtful, as some 
bold medical philosopher may walk to the front ofthe stage, bow to the 
audience, and claim the glory of originating this very theory. 


Diseases of the Lungs and Heart.—When we noticed the dedication cf 
this work to such men as Dr. Forbes and Dr. Neil Arnott, we had not a 
doubt with respect to its intrinsic value. We know the latter gentleman 
well, and are convinced no third-rate author would presume to call 
upon his name, as a Hercules, to help him along. The book is entitled— 
A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of the Lungs and Heart, including 
the Principles of Physical Diagnosis. It is by Walter Hayle Walshe, 
M.D., &c., and is a duodecimo of 512 pages, from the Philadelphia press 
of Blanchard & Lea. It is in two parts, divided into five chapters, con- 
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taining a copious and valuable amount of the most recent information on 
the treatment of those vital organs. Works on this topic are needed. In 
New England, if nowhere else, diseases of the lungs are increasing with 
the increase of population, nor is it certain that medications have essen- 
tially lessened the annual mortality by them. The same observation 
might with truth be made of the diseases of théyheart, a bane of commer- 
cial cities. Our merchants lead lives of intemBeand exhausting anxiety, 
in conducting their extensive and hazardous enterprises. Under a never- 
ceasing pressure of business and excitement, the heart, the part of the ma- 
chinery on which so much depends, gives way prematurely. Auscultation 
is laboriously considered in this work, and if it is possible to profit in this 
branch by the labors of others, the instruction imparted in the fifth section 
will be highly useful. We should recommend young practitioners, es- 
pecially, to study this excellent publication diligently. 


Medical Schools in Canada.—They are copying, in Canada, the bad 
policy of their neighbors in the States, and have already organized too 
many medical colleges there. One is enough, but there are believed to 
be four, and more in embryo. This process of dilution with us has 
taught the unwelcome truth, that power lies in a concentration of forces. 


Stone’s Artificial Leg. To tue Epiror.—Sir,—We need not go to 
the Bible to read the declaration that “* Man has sought out many inven- 
tions.” The same sentiment is written in legible characters all over the 
world of arts; and among the almost numberless important improvements 
which are constantly presenting themselves to notice, and chasing each 
other off the stage, those of the artificial leg are not the smallest or least 
important. 

The improvement in the structure of artificial legs by Mr. Palmer 
has recently attracted much attention and elicited much applause, perhaps 
justly. It is not the object of this humble notice to disparage the merits 
of others; but the public, and particularly those suffering under the loss 
of a natural leg, ought to be correctly informed. It should, then, be known, 
that up to the time of the recent invention by Mr. W.C. Stone, of this 
city, there was one great defect in all the inventions of this kind —a want 
of regulation and control of the knee-joint, which requires the watchful 
care and constant exertion of the wearer to keep it from springing forward 
and throwing him dog. This difficulty, which keeps the wearer in con- 
stant fear, is not overtome in the invention of Mr. Palmer. But a re- 
cent invention has succeeded in completely and ingeniously obviating this 
difficulty. 1 refer to the invention of Mr. W. C. Stone before mentioned. 
Mr. §S., more than twenty years since, had one of his legs amputated 
above the knee, as he has already informed the public through a short 
communication published in your Journal. Having long been personally 
acquainted with Mr. Stone, and accustomed to seeing him walk witha 
crutch and a wooden stub as a substitute for a leg; and being recently 
surprised on meeting him walking with two well-looking legs, to all ap- 
pearance sound and natural, without his crutch, and with very little lame- 
ness, | anxiously inquired the cause of this remarkable change, and he 
explained the whole operation. 

On pressing with weight upon the artificial leg, a steel spring fastens the 
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knee joint; but on taking off this weight, at every step, the joint is set at 
liberty and moves like the natural knee joint, and without causing any fear 
to the wearer of being thrown down. For useful invention, give me the 
man whose ingenuity is sharpened by necessity. 

My object, in this short notice, is, chiefly, to call the attention of surgeons 
and the readers of yourg/@urnal to this vast improvement, which needs 
only to be known, to brifg@gts Meritorious inventor a reward as — 
served as it is much needed. ° 


New York Academy Proceedings.—The following paragraph has been 
received from New York, but as no name accompanies it, we cannot vouch 
for its authenticity. 

Mr. Epitor,—I send you an account of the proceedings of the New 
York Academy of Medicine, at its meeting on Wednesday last. After 
hearing a very interesting memoir of the late Dr. J. B. Beck, by Dr. Mc 
Cready, the Academy resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the 
state of the Academy. It was charged, that one of our Fellows had granted 
a certificate to an individual who was notorious amongst us for his evil 
courses, and that said certificate had been published in ¢wo of the Medical 
Journals. It was the opinion of the Academy, that disgrace was brought 
upon the regular profession by said certificate, and that it ought to be re- 
voked. In extenuation, two letters were read from the offending Fellow. 
The first was a letter to the individual who received the certificate, upbraid- 
ing him for having forfeited his word in publishing the certificate, and re- 
questing him not to publish it again. The second was a letter of apology 
to the Academy, expressing his regret and sorrow that he had given the 
certificate, and appealing to the forbearance of the Academy, as said certi- 
ficate was given with a solemn pledge that it should not be made public. 
Wherefore, the Academy, after expressing its disapprobation of the act 
in question, suspended all further action on the charge. 

As said certificate was published in your Journal, I thought that you 
should be apprised of the above proceedings, 

September 8, 1851. A Fe.tow or tHe AcapDEmy. 


Remedy for Deficient Lactation.—At a late meeting of the Medical So- 
ciety of Virginia, the proceedings of which are reported in thé “ Stetho- 
scope,” ‘ Dr. Deane said he would call the attention of the Society to a re- 
medy, which he had lately seen in some Journal,dor deficient lactation. 
It was the plant of the ol. ricini. He proceeded i acase in Which 
he had used it with success. Mrs. , of ro and good constitu- 
tion, in her first confinement had not suffered in the least from fever or 


, other complication, but did not afford a single drachm of milk—all reme- 
~ dies and applications failed. A few weeks ago Dr. D. attended her in her 


second confinement, and finding the same state of things existing, he was 
induced to make trial of the above new remedy. He accordingly ordered 
a strong decoction of it to be taken, and wet leaves of it to be applied to 
the mamme. Hardness, &c. of the breasts ensued in an hour or two, and 
on the next day lactation had set in plentifully. He hoped members would 
give it a fair trial whenever an opportunity presented, and report the results. 


New York Hospital.—The medical officers of this noble charity have 
done credit to their good sense andhumanity, by causing the erection of a 
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spacious tent upon the beautiful green within their enclosure, into which 
their medical and surgical cases are placed for treatment in the open air, 
when their condition admits of their removal from the hospital wards, or 
demands a purer air or better ventilation. Such provision for the sick in 
hospitals, during the warm season, will be the means of saving human 
life, as was abundantly exemplified during thessummer of 1847, when 700 
cases of ship-fever were thus rescued from perisming in the confined air of 
the dilapidated buildings then occupied at Bellevue. 

This tent at our city hospital has an elevated plank floor, is open at the 
sides, and protected from the rays of the sun by a very extended fly, while 
it is thoroughly lined and otherwise secured against rain. It has been 
found signally useful, and will doubtless be henceforth adopted among the 
permanent armamentaria of this hospital—N. Y. Medical Gazette. 


Medical Miscellany.—Dr. John Baskin is the President of the Medical Associa- 
tion of Western Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio, The next meeting is to be held 
at Youngstown, Ohio, Oct. 2ist—A woman died at the Hotel Dieu, in Paris, at 
the age of 25, who weighed not less than 400 lbs.—The mamme of a female in 
France became painfully enlarged. In one year the left breast increased to 15 
inches from the bone to the nipple, and 27 in circumference, and the right one 
was almost the same size. Three years from the beginning of the hypertrophy, 
the abdomen became studded over with tumors which hung down to her kuees. 
The left breast was amputated, and weighed 30 pounds and a half.—Kousso is 
gaining reputation for the expulsion of tape-worm. The Journals present striking 
illustrations of its potency.—There are 12 institutions for educating the deaf and 
dumb in the United States.—Dr. Wilbur, of Barre, Mass., has been chosen super- 
intendent of the New York State institution for idiots —New Orleans remains in a 
healthful condition.—The dysentery is quite destructive in several parts of Massa- 
chusetts.—Boston is remarkably free from sickuess.—A copy of the new medical 
work of which several correspondents desire a notice, that they can judge 
whether it is worth purchasing, has not yet come to this office; and it is a rule 
never to notice any book not sent for examination—The lectures at the Boston 
Female Medical School commence on the first Wednesday of November next.— 
A new and valuable anatomical museum for the Medical Department of the 
University of Louisiana is expected to arrive from Europe before the next lecture 
term, 


To CorREsPoNDENTS.—The remainder of Dr. Knowlton’s Autobiography, and Cato’s 
Sketches, No. 21, have been received. 

Dr. Z. Cross, of Green River, writes, in reply to a correspondent in last week’s Journal, that he 
has used the Accoucheur’s Chair with much pleasure and satisfaction, and that “ the position upon 
it is in every respect superior to all others.” 


MarrRiEp,—Dr. Abr 


Irat, of Montgomery, Alabama, to Miss M. E. Ewing.—In Green- 
wich, Dr. Joseph Root, o 


New Hartford, Conn., to Miss Frances Alden, of Greenwich. 


surgeon and physician.—At Bonn, Germany, Dr. C. F. Nasse, a medical professor in the univer- 
sity, 72.—At Greenfield, Dr. Alpheus F. Stone, 73. 


Deaths in Boston—for the week ending Saturday noon, Sept. 13th, 93.—Males, 5l—females, 42. 
Accidental, 1—apoplexy, 1—disease of bowels, 11—inflammation of bowels, 1—disease of brain, 
2—congestion of brain, 1—consumption, 10—convulsions, 3—cholera infantum, 7—cancer, 1—de- 
bility, l—dysentery, 15—diarrhoea, 5—delirium tremens, 1—dropsy of brain, 4—drowned. 1— 
typhoid fever, 1—fracture, 1—hooping cough, 2—disease of the heart, 2—infantile, 6—inflamma- 
tion, 1—disease of liver, 1—marasmus, 1—measles, 1—old age, 2—disease of spine, 1—teething, 
7—worms, 2. 

Under 5 years, 51—between 5 and 20 years, 8—between 20 and 40 years, 18—between 40 
and 60 years, 7—over 60 years, 9. Americans, 37; foreigners and children of foreigners, 56. 

The above includes 5 deaths at the City Institutious. 


Diep,—At Wrentham, Mass., William Ingalls, M.D., late of Boston, formerly a distinguished . 
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